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A man who early in life
served time for federal and
state financial crimes and lat-
er became an Intemet com-
pany CEQ now tours prisons
throughout the country, in-
cluding Texas, trying to moti-
vate prisoners to turn toward
lives of achievement.

David Koch grew up Co-
lumbus, Ohio, where he
dropped out of school
sometime after his father
died when Koch was 11. He
worked in a variety of jobs
before becoming an insur-
ance broker in his early 20s. It
was while doing that, he said,
that he became “fascinated”
by the way money moved
through the nation’s banking
system,

"It was more curiosity then
anything else, learning how
you can create people who
don't exist and drow moncy
that doesn't exist from those
peaple,” Koch said by phone
while visiting Houston to take
partina prison-themed radio

program.

Koch said authorities
caught up with him and he
was charged in a 4,000-count
federal tgd;icunent for mail
fraud and other charges. He
u]tinmtet:afnleaded guilty to
two federal charges and one
state charge, and was given
two sentences of between 5
years to 18 years in prison,
which he served concurrent-
ly. After serving two years,
he was released on parole in
1980,

“It's no fun. It's incarcera-
tion," Koch said curtly of his
time in the federal peniten-
tiary. But during his time, he
said, he resolved to turn his
life in a new direction.

Upon his release, Koch
decided to study aviation to
become a pilot. Because he
only had an eighth-grade
education and the G.ED. he
received in prison, he said,
he had to take remedial math
courses to get up to speed in

¢ hiscoursework.

He became a flight instruc-
tor and a transport pilot be-
fore turning his sights on the
computer field. He became
a software developer and in
1995 co-founded Fiber Net-

# work Solutions Inc., a com-
pany that served as one of
the primary infrastructure
providers for the Internet.
He served as the company’s
president and CEO until he
sold the company in 2003.

Now in semi-retirement,
Koch serves as the primary
financier for Green Lab Hold-
ings Inc., a group of com-
panies involved in the gen-
eration and distribution of
renewable energy.

But “on my own nickel,
he said, Koch has decided
to tour correctional facilities
across the country to talk to
inmates and staff about the
keys to success in the outside
world.

Koch said too many people
in prison are convinced they
are destined to return there
upon their release.

“That’s simply not true,’
Koch said. “If you have a fel-
ony conviction, it does not
mean you can’t have a nor-
mal life.”

Koch said many people re-
leased from prison too easily
getcaught upin the behaviors
that got them into prison in
the first place. When they are
ultimately sent back inside,
he said, they don’t accept the
blame themselves.

“Ittakes work. It'snot easy,”
he said. "There’s not a lot
of difference between getting

out of prison and graduating
.Erl:-m college. Everyone has a

mountain to climb. It's your
choice whether you want to
climb it or not."

When he speaks in pris-
ons, Koch said, he tells in-
mates that they have to re-
main dedicated and focused
on  achievement, “turning
from tax-consumers into tax-
payers.’

Koch said the nation's cor-
rectional systems themselves

¥nﬂen help perpetuate the
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propaganda” that prisoners
don’t have much hope when
they get out, by providing in-
formation about “restricted
occupations” and "barriers to
entry.’

While there is an approxi-
mate 75 percent recidivism
rate, Koch said the vast ma-
jority of prisoners he talks to
want to succeed,

Based on comments from
people who have heard him
speak, Koch said, he recently
wrote a book, called “Slay-
ing the Dragon: The Jour-

ney from the Dungeon to the

Ivory Tower”

I:'-Iire information on the Now Ihl‘tlllgll Dec. 5th
book and Koch can be found = =
atwww.dkoch.net. Storewide Savings!
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CEQ, Is touring prisons giving
seminars to adult and youth-
ful offenders and correctional
facility staff.
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